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The year 1990 is engraved in our memories as the turning point of history. On August 2, Irag suddenly invaded
Kuwait, which made a great influence on JSPS (Japan Society for the Promotion of Science). Before that incident,
our business was conducted smoothly. Though it was my first stay in Egypt, | managed to carry out the duties due
to the considerable assistance of Prof. Kamada, the former director. He kindly showed me how to pay the rent and
international telephone fee, where to find necessary information, and how to hold research meetings with students
in Egypt.

The peaceful and comfortable days were broken by the Iragi invasion. Many Kuwaiti swarmed into Cairo,
and a lot of Japanese including governmental staff stationed in the Middle East sought refuge in Cairo. Japanese
scholars and students came to seek information and assistance for JSPS, which led to an extremely busy life. But
business went on as usual. First, we tried to revise the Cairo Guidebook for Bookshops. The useful guide was
perfected owing to the contribution of students studying in Cairo and later published as a booklet.

Second, we conducted research on the activities of institutions and cultural centers, and affiliates of foreign
governments. Besides American and French cultural centers, every European country holds an institution, making
cultural exchanges between Egypt and the respective countries. Italy and the Netherlands possess institutions in
Zamalek, whose imposing buildings were painted white, appear magnificent compared to the Japanese cultural
center attached to the embassy. Personally, | was a regular visitor to the Dutch research center adjacent to JSPS.
Every Thursday, they held a lecture on various kinds of themes, which allured both Egyptians and Europeans. |
enjoyed the lectures, but the small and intimate party after the speech was more enjoyable because of the wine.

Third, we organized a study meeting every month held in a visiting room at The Japan Association at the
Marriot Hotel, which had continued there for some years. The meetings gave opportunities for attendees to
exchange scholarly information as well as real knacks for daily life in Cairo.

Fourth, special efforts were made to strengthen the Japanese and Egyptian cultural and scientific
relationships. Our close contact with faculty members of the Department of Literature at Cairo University was
maintained thanks to Dr. Ghubari, ex-visiting professor at Osaka University of Foreign Studies.

Last but not least, we expanded and improved the collection of books in the JSPA library. Collecting efforts
were focused on books of literal and cultural spheres including al-Aghani, Ibn Qutaiba and al-Jahiz, which are
indispensable for Arabic studies.

Apart from the professional duties, my days were spent loitering in places from bookshops to their
warehouses, from public libraries to private libraries, and on sending the purchased books to Japan. | numbered the
parcels of books up to 150 and dropped them into a special postbox situated only in Zamalek. To my surprise, all
of the 150 parcels were delivered to my Japanese house without incident.

There | experienced various cultural shocks, one of which was the doorbell. During the first week after |
moved into JSPS, | heard chirping or twittering several times in the office. | noticed them but never did | dream
that the chirping would prove to be the ringing of a bell. | thought what a great difference the sounds made
between Egypt and Japan.

To fill the cultural gulfs between Egypt and Japan and enhance mutual understanding are the main duties of

JSPS in Cairo. | believe that | made some contribution to these purposes during the year | was stationed there.



Keiji Okazaki 61

Oe LIS 30ul 8y e alea Lo il Giladl o) ae JU) A3DIE Capual 63 Al gl ) Al 8 ol padll (e S i
A S el Al S5 o sl ) g8 ads (S e il g i) 8 lus w8 oo la g ¢ oS gl dadla

Jll 5 oy il 5 ) el DoY) il g cal ghai g o _alal) ) iy o3 cpan 5L dae o)y o o1 5 (31l Blad el iy Laxie
pay dila sad la S 3oalal )3 sl Jsall 8 ¢ sheny 0l sl Ju i LS 35l oda el (8 2 sa gy Sl 5
aal S5 S el Jlael 3 3850 Ulea La o g3gs abY) e Laany 1/17 as0 8 asangd) Cilpaial) saxiall ol gl il i ¢ lisalaY)
oab) Gdialll e Lealasinl Jigadd 6 alal Jals saxeie Jsal Afingd) il sall 5 A8EN <) pal) Adaiil sliafind o el alga
Lty dalad) dinal) 580 5al) (SLL ale o 15358 ol pgiSh i pill 5 (S 5eY) ulall (e Balial) (e sl O siall) (S
Lt Jia e da ad e OIS A (g2l sl Cailadl ae A8 Jual 51 (5 81 () padid 5 ) gay il gl Gl 3 & S Wil a2 laidsa
e eind) Jalally o plaill B da i CulSE Gused IS B e dba ) A ) L) pualas 8 0 S Ly 1y bl Bl 5 dpally
s

3,005 e ol L Cased g b pualae W adhy of sy ol ja) dal (e sla A Gl sadi st daala e 1S Y] e il il
o S 58 ally 89 g sall S RS JUaS) 55 Al bl Cnll e s ) s s B s AL B2y pall g A )
G QLS e Bulul) Sl Comand il a1 G U (S A jlie AL cilS Gl Gl g Ay el ASED CiSy ol
s e & ol Al Gy o obsal) L) (e cadlad 6 8l daalay dpkb dDe o cuS, A g Balad gt
e Bl LS Apuland) o glall 5 slaBY) A5 iy s 50 3 sene 30 e (o Gl s Liagl 5 AL dmandl CaiSay Llad) il )
LR G e e Al AlSa) 1l /T 5 (S5 s

il 5 A5 a1 Aaalall Lginda 31 day A gy 8 (e LSl e Canf S8 pmn 6 LSl e iy K3 (e L0 )
DL I ST A Sl panf Ul 2L WV Ale 8 S 3 palal LS i salae ) o3 (g3l) sl

Of LSl 3ale aald cllle 1 8 50 2 50 (iSa llin (1S 288 8 (e 33 53 g S ) o) JSLEe cll a8 (i) Jad Al
Lo #5100 ¢ ke dllia S LS s b Lgmaaa cila s gl Sanal s Gl ) 1350150 < i a8 ¢l ) Tk Ga gy oy
el Bl QL) (pe oSl Ladie 5 (93U e A€l Gaanl ¥ i€ (J puidan] (e (S pad die Ll )b Caad g Lgilas i€ culS
Aol 5 28 5l il A 53 5 jlatas¥ ] CilS (S ) il 5 Laie 5 et yiiall Ul (o (Ll 59) calla G jall () ity
) o= 52 30 5a 5 Gusle el s sl S a GSWT ) (gl s Y AR5 A1) s dgma (e o) (S T
ll A cdiay ) calil) A w5 o) jdall S 58 il G pal) had SV adi i il el 8 OIS ASY ¢y oIS L
38 @Iy Gl 5 el 5 bl Coguall ds e a3 o COE (e A 5Se AREN S cal H sl 8 ALEY ) Sl e S
OOV e IS 5,e G ey OIS 388 s o KA1 G 2 531 (o558 Aaala e Lels s/l g (e OIS e S ) e 20
Al et e ) e G lee 5 OIS GBI Y seand) @lli 611 eVl 3 jlaiul ae gz Ul g8l 5 il gl uadll

e 2o il 1KLLl a5 Ul Lialail canlie) a8 g cdaw ¥ (5 i) sbeail Eilagl agan e oY) Amaall Gi€a s 530 J Y1 Galdall IS
y%%dmijohd\@ww}@%g\)m‘&h\UA‘;.\LML\SJ(:Lcuz\lu”ucd\)o‘)m)‘ﬁz.“ \M@Mbd)}ﬁ\w\
C Y Bl 8 Chgnall e g 1S dnand W ilaa Lo puilaal) 48 358 ) ands QL (esa Ggea OIS 5 S



Kosuke Shimizu 62

I&/K 7246 Kosuke Shimizu

1991 = 4 4 ~1992 4F 4 A

VO =2 —

RS T A w2 o B —EMET D ERNSE RGP DR Z o7, A 2| TR ADEES
&@ot#\Hﬁ!ﬁ?iiv7Fm@Em5?A#ﬁ EEDEN, AEE & D5l &
MM TERdote, BEBATE, EHDO X I ITTHA IR > 2 RIREN A vk
—VxBphGmagE I, =Y F HERWEDOHIRNAEEN T LESTZDTEA D,
HHREWZIE, F2BRELLEVD BAIE, A ThHoD, Pl &b, HFREKE ¥ —
ERFDLLU LT, TATU ARAZ T VDOENLERTAVNERDD EEZTND

£ — DRI N

T F =TI, AR - BFES~OER, BIHBIEE & O, BAREIZH ST D
—J7, HESE BBERESHINGET S LI Lz, AT, JAUXEERELER
Lo TnD, FAL, BAHRTIOT AT v v X —IC 1B LI R b 72D T, 4
RORHERFE L Z—ROWEFZHITITH TN\, BT DT, B F—ITW5EME 720
2, FEMAESDOEZDDLEDRONE NS | FEORETH S,

Pv—L 7O Z—TEFENITT L, ENRVOET Do), BHE T %
49 k= 2 Ld. BIREALO ZHEBOB & EHE LTV D
%%Kwko%%w%oﬁﬁ¢\mbm1w4mH$AA@ W enrz]ic i
HWI3NEIIEL LT : AT Mo - V7 NBEFE] 580247 AMADT
Tz, 2B L 7 7 A LB E-STELT, Mo THET, BRLOITRHIUE,
FOab—% W2 niEsEncd,




Kosuke Shimizu 63

The Gulf War had happened just before | was appointed to the Cairo center. It didn’t have much
effect on Cairo, but the Japanese government issued warnings against travel to Egypt. So, my
arrival and the handover were delayed. During the war, images of correspondents reporting from
beside the Nile were broadcast daily, which I think contributed to the impression that Egypt
wasn’t safe. I’m afraid even today people think of different parts of the Middle East as being all
the same. At very least, | think we need to reopen the JSPS centers in Tehran and Istanbul, if in
name only.

The staff at the center supported local research teams and foreign exchange students,
interacted with field researchers, kept written records of investigations, and combed the streets of
Cairo, amassing an impressive collection of documentation. Today these materials are of great
historical value.l had a year-long assignment at the JSPS Tehran center before it was closed, so |
had witnessed the difficulties faced by Mr. Minobu Honda, the director of the Tehran center. To
put it simply, there were longstanding issues, like whether the center was intended for conducting
research or for granting favors. The JSPS Cairo center in Zamalek was quickly deteriorating and
problems were arising. But | was able to serve out my term with the assistance and cooperation of
everyone at the center. I’m very grateful to them.

| have one last request. While | was at the center, | was asked to contribute to
“Papyrus”, the newsletter of Japanese Association. | wrote a modest piece about “the state of
affairs in three Middle Eastern countries: Iran, Turkey, and Egypt.” However, | unfortunately
can’t seem to find the article itself or even any draft copies. So, if someone has it, | would greatly
appreciate it if they could provide me with a copy.
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What | remember most is the earthquake that happened in the summer. There was a big
bang and buildings collapsed. | thought it was bomb. In Japan, the first thing to assume
would be an earthquake, but I never thought I would experience an earthquake in Cairo.
When | looked out the window, | saw many people running out to the streets. The
magnitude of the earthquake wasn’t especially great. | think if it had occurred in Japan, it
wouldn’t have caused much damage. But in Cairo, many buildings collapsed because they
weren’t designed to withstand earthquakes or they had substandard expansions attached.
Also, because the earthquake took place around noon on a weekday, many people died in
mass panics, at schools and elsewhere.

At the center back then, both the operations and the residence were in the same
place. There were no assistants or staff, which limited productivity. Nevertheless, many
researchers from Egypt, Japan, and other countries would often visit the center, and I
would provide accommodation and meals.

Some of the Egyptians that visited the center later traveled to Japan as
researchers. | had been to Egypt before as an exchange student, so this was my second
long stay. During my first visit, EQypt was quite socialist and many services were lacking,
so life hadn’t been easy. It seemed that life in Egypt had now become much easier. Many
Egyptians helped me out, and with their kind assistance, my family and | were able to
enjoy our year there.
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